TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
CONSERVATION-LAKE COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY December 10, 2015
7:00 PM
TOWN HALL MEETING ROOM

 MINUTES

Present:  Peter Zawisza, Joe Carbonell, Tom O’Brien, Martin Podskoch, Phil Sissick

Absent: Irene Curtis, Wes Jenks 

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Zawisza at 7:00 p.m.

Seating of Alternates:
No alternates

Approval of Minutes:
A motion was made by Mr. Carbonell and seconded by Mr. Podskoch to approve the minutes of the October 8, 2015 meeting.  Motion passed with a vote of 4-0. 

Communications and Liaison Reports: 
Public Works Director Sissick reported that the RFP for the Lake Consultant was sent out and three bids were received. Two firms presented what was asked for while a third presented an alternative option for a study.  The wetlands mapping is done for O’Neill Lane property, a grant writer has been hired, a boundary survey is needed and they have begun exploring what they can do with some of the runoff from the roads.

Public Remarks: 
Bob Hart of 71 Spellman Point Road presented a 5 point plan that he pulled together from past information presented. The 5 points are summarized as: 1. Continue Mr. Sissick’s watershed improvements basing the priorities on those identified in AECOMM’s 2009 report to include leeching basins, many of which will need to be under roads.  2. Implement Dr. Knoecklein’s  & AECOMM’s to install a compressed air and air circulation systems for the deep water basins.  3. Continue and expand the lake and tributary monitoring, possibly engaging the high school students. 4. Engage with the CT River Coastal Conservation District, located in Middletown, to conduct a major education program for residents to raise awareness of lake problems and solutions. 5. Develop ongoing continuous sources to fund the above referenced plan. 

Mr. Carbonell discussed the current plan on moving forward with a 9 point plan in order to secure Federal funding.  He stated that they will take Mr. Hart’s plan under advisement and pass it along to Dr. Knoecklein.  A brief discussion on the possibilities of leeching fields under roads occurred. 

Chuck Yenkner of 65 Spellman Point Road stated that he is looking to hear of some progress as well and he is pleased to hear that the plan is moving forward.

Mr. Hart stated that the 9 point plan is great if it is being moved forward, but if it cannot be done in a reasonable time it may be more feasible to go with a simpler plan such as he is suggesting.

Roger Abraham of Clark Hill Road, teacher at EHHS, stated that he has 6 students that were certified with the Salmon River Project. They were certified while testing Christopher Brook, which had excellent water quality. He would like to set up testing at Halls Brook on Mott Hill for next year if anyone has a contact with anyone from there. He stated that he is looking for feedback from Dr. Knoecklein regarding the testing that he and his students are doing. Also, they are looking to try the hydroponic filters in some areas next spring. Is this possible? Can they move forward according to State permitting?  (To which Mr. Carbonell stated he will follow up with Chuck Lee and they are trying to set up a beta site for the testing for this and Friends of the Lake may be able to help fund.)  Mr. Abraham also asked about the money that Melissa Ziobron noted was available from the State for use in the lake. Mr. Carbonell discussed that the money is now with the Ag. Station in New Haven, who wanted to use it to do an in-depth study on the DNA of the lake algae. Ms. Ziobron is trying to get the money pulled back from there and a discussion occurred on how the money is attached and what it may be used for. Mr. Abraham also asked if the 9 point plan will be available to the public when it’s written – the answer to this is yes, and a discussion ensued on the 9 point plan.

Plan Review:
a) 65 Spellman Point Road – conversion of summer cottage to year-round home
A motion was made by Mr. Carbonell, seconded by Mr. Podskoch, to approve the drawings as submitted by the homeowner with the recommendation to captivate the rainwater runoff, directed to the backside of the property if possible; homeowner to explore a swale or rain garden or guttering. Voted 4-0 in favor.

Old Business:
a) Sub-Committee Report on Education: No report; they should start meeting in the new year.
b) Advisory Panel Update: No report

New Business:
a) Vote on proposed 2016 meeting dates: A motion was made by Mr. Podskoch, seconded by Mr. O’Brien, to accept the 2016 meeting dates as proposed.  Voted 4-0 in favor.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Remarks
Mr. Podskoch gave him compliments to Public Works and Mr. Sissick for cleaning up the leaves around the gutters; Mr. Abraham echoed the same sentiment. Chairman Zawisza also thanked them for the new curb and grass on Clark Hill.

Adjournment
Mr. O’Brien made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Podskoch, at 7:43 p.m..  Motion passed by a vote of 4-0.

Respectfully submitted,



Eliza LoPresti
Recording Secretary
