Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, April 26, 2016
Middle School Library
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Vice Chairman Ted Hintz, Jr., Council Members Pete Brown, Mark Philhower and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco
Not Present:  Melissa Engel and Josh Piteo
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Middle School Library. 
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adopt the agenda adding an item to New Business - Use of Social Media by Council Members and an item to Old Business - Set Town Meeting & Referendum Date.  Voted (5-0) 
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Brown, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting of April 5, 2016 and the Regular Meeting of April 12, 2016 as written.  Voted (5-0)

Presentations

None
Public Remarks

Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, invited the Council members to the Commission on Aging Round Table meeting scheduled for Wednesday, May 11th at 2pm at the Portland Senior Center.  Portland’s First Selectman Susan Bransfield will be the moderator for the meeting.  Commission on Aging members and Senior Center Directors from area towns will be in attendance.  The topics to be discussed are housing and transportation.
Steve Ritchie, 56 Keighley Pond Road, commented that there were a lot of good ideas discussed at the Tri Board Meeting.  He would like to see the Council wait a couple of weeks to approve the budget.
Joanne Barmasse, 6 Tiffany Court, provided an email to the Council that includes the total figures for the salaries and benefits for the teacher’s contract.  She would like to see the budget approved at the 1.7% increase.  She would like to see the Town and Board of Education cut fairly and would like to see the Council delay the vote for a couple of weeks.
Bob Hein, 19 Birchwood Road, commented that if the budget is cut, he would like to see rational cuts and then the budget should be “sold” to the residents.
Bids & Contracts
None
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

None

Continued Business

Discussion and Action on 2016-2017 Budget
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mr. Hintz, to postpone the vote on the budget to the May 10, 2016 Council meeting.  Voted (5-0)
Set Town Meeting & Referendum Dates

A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Mrs. Anderson, to schedule the Town Meeting for Monday, May 16, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room and to schedule the Budget Referendum for Tuesday, May 24, 2016 at the Middle School.  Voted (5-0)

Request for Reimbursement of Water Testing Fees from Thad King
An email was received from the Department of Public Health but the confirmation of the amount owed has not been received.  This item will be postponed to a future meeting when the information is made available.
Approval of Bid Waiver for Public Works Plow Truck
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the bid waiver and allow the Town staff to purchase the plow truck from Hines Brothers of Bridgeport, in the amount of $176,000.  Voted (5-0)
Status Report from Charter Revision Commission
Mr. Brown reported that decisions were made by the Commission on the date newly elected officials are sworn in and other language was cleaned up.  One of the next items to be discussed is the bifurcation of the budget.
Update on 250th Anniversary Committee

The request for members for the 250th Anniversary committee was posted in the Rivereast and on the Town website.  More information will be available at the next meeting from Mr. Piteo.
New Business

Discussion of Abbey Road Extension Abandonment
Mr. Philhower recused himself from discussion on this item.
Planning & Zoning Official Jeremy DeCarli provided an update on the abandonment of Abbey Road Extension.  He has reached out to the Department of Public Works and the Fire Marshal regarding this issue.  The process includes a vote from the Town Council to abandon the road.  There is then an 8 month appeal period.  After that period new surveys would need to be filed in the Town Clerk’s office of the properties.  Mr. DeCarli indicated that the two property owners that brought about the abandonment process said they would pay for the new surveys.
Use of Social Media by Council Members
Mr. Hintz noted his concern about Council members posting on social media.  He feels that the posts could be taken as coming from the entire Council rather than the single individual posting the comment.  After discussion it was agreed that Council members would use common sense when posting on social media.
Town Manager Report

Update on DPH Consent Order on Well at Town Hall
The sleeving of the well casing at Town Hall was successful and all reports have been provided to the Department of Public Health.  DPH was on-site during the work process and it appears the result will be approved.
Update on Gas Project and Construction Schedule
A proposed construction schedule was provided to the Council for the gas conversion.
Update on Christopher Brook Project
A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for April 28th at 1:30 p.m. and a Public Information will be held on May 11th at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.  A sign has been ordered for the construction site so residents will be aware of the meeting.  A press release will also be posted in the newspaper.
Update on Paving on Main Street

After review of the condition of Main Street after the gas line installation, there are significant concerns regarding the condition of the road as the summer progresses.  After consultation with the Town Attorney an exemption (117-4D) in the purchasing ordinance will be used to go along with the CNG quote for services that will fix the state roads.  While this will not totally repave the road it will reclaim and pave the sections of the road that are failing.  The price is between $100,000 and $160,000.
Update on Open Positions

a. Public Works Director
There are 10 finalists for the Public Works Director position.  The individuals are taking the public service exams and the finalists will then be scheduled for interviews.
b. Chatham Health Director

The Chatham Health Board of Directors voted unanimously to appoint Don Mitchell as the Chatham Health Director with a 1 year contract and specified goals and evaluation process.
Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $186.82.  Voted (5-0) 

Public Remarks

None
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

Chairperson Anderson reminded Council members that any comments on the Plan of Conservation & Development are due in May 3rd.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.  Voted (5-0)
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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