Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, May 24, 2016
Middle School Library
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Vice Chairman Ted Hintz, Jr., Council Members Pete Brown, Melissa Engel (arrived at 6:20 p.m.), Mark Philhower (arrived at 6:15 p.m.), Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Middle School Library. 
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to adopt the agenda as written.  Voted (4-0) 
Executive Session

a. Potential Purchase of Property Contiguous to Town Owned Property

b. Attorney Client Privilege Communication – Pending Claim Against the Town

Present in Executive Session: Patience Anderson, Ted Hintz, Jr., Pete Brown, Melissa Engel (arrived at 6:20 p.m.), Mark Philhower (arrived at 6:15 p.m.), Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich. Town Manager Michael Maniscalco was present for Item A only.
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to enter Executive Session at 6:32 p.m. Voted (4-0)
Executive Session ended at 6:30 p.m.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to dismiss the harassment complaint submitted March 11, 2016.  Voted (7-0)

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of May 10, 2016 as written.  Voted (7-0)

Presentations

None
Public Remarks

Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, asked that the Town Council be respectful of each other as is requested of the audience.
Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, asked why the Christopher Brook project staging area is not at Sears Park.

Len Johnson, 21 Long Crossing Road, commented on the Senior Center budget and noted safety concerns when there is not a full staff.

Tina Mohr, 81 Tarragon Drive, asked that the Board of Education budget not be cut.

Nancy Oakley, 71 Pocotopaug Drive, requested the Board of Education budget remain as presented.
Tania Sones, 17 Curry Lane, asked that no further cuts be made to the Board of Education and asked residents to attend the Town Meeting.
Mary Ann Dostaler, 56 William Drive, commented that there was confusion at the Town Meeting on who was eligible to vote and asked that instructions be made available.
Narcissa Matte, Tammie Ann Drive, requested no cuts to education.
Nelson Maurice, Mallard Cove, commented on the Senior Center budget, noting that East Hampton has the lowest budget for a Senior Center our size.
Bids & Contracts
None

Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

None

Continued Business

Discussion and Action on 2016-2017 Budget
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Mr. Reich, to send to the voters a budget of $42,600,626 as detailed in the attached proposal.  Voted (2-5) Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower in favor; Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Brown, Ms. Engel, Mr. Piteo and Mr. Reich against.
Prior to the vote, Council members discussed the proposed changes and School Superintendent Paul Smith explained how the cuts would affect the schools.
A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Mr. Brown, to adopt the budget as presented by the Board of Finance. Voted (5-2) Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower against.

An amendment to Mr. Reich’s motion was made by Mrs. Anderson, seconded by Mr. Brown to reduce the Board of Education budget by $21,000 and restore $15,000 to the Senior Center and $6,000 to the Library.  Voted (5-2) Mr. Hintz and Mr. Philhower against.

Set Town Meeting and Referendum Date
The Town Meeting date is Monday, June 6, 2016.  The Budget Referendum date is Tuesday, June 14, 2016.
Discussion of Questions on the Ballot
A motion was made by Mr. Hintz, seconded by Ms. Engel, to use the ballots and questions that were already printed; redact the old date and add the new date.  Voted (7-0)
Update on 250th Anniversary Celebration

Mr. Piteo provided a listing of possible events and fundraisers.  He will be meeting with the town’s boards and commissions at their meetings.
Status Report from Charter Revision Commission

The next meeting is scheduled for June 15th.  Discussion on bifurcating the budget will continue at that meeting.  They hope to have the information ready for the November election.
New Business

Tri Board Retreat for Strategic Planning
At a recent Council of Governments meeting, a representative from Bryant University attended the meeting to discuss an initiative they have launched to help municipalities.  They are offering this service for free as a part of a commitment they have made through a large endowment.  The Town Manager reached out to the representative to discuss the possibility of our community’s Tri-Board meeting for a visioning and strategic planning meeting to help create a more cohesive direction for the community.  The university would like this type of event to happen on their campus in Rhode Island and would pay for all of the food, lodging and materials.  The thought is late summer or early fall.  The Council agreed by consensus to have the Town Manager look further into this event.
Town Manager Report
Update on Gas Project
The boiler conversion at the Town Hall and the control system should be complete this week. They are working on the abatement at the Library.  There were a couple small change orders for the systems.
Update on Christopher Brook
The project is underway. The staging area for the project is on Christopher Road. The construction trailer is at Sears Park.  The utilities are in the process of being moved.
Update on Dispatch
A meeting is scheduled for Wednesday.  The software agreements have been signed and the COLLECT/NCIC has been approved.
Update on Events Magazine
The Economic Development Commission is going to fund a quarterly Events magazine for the town.  Several area towns currently have the publication.  The EDC will be funding the postage for the first year.  After the first year the publication is self-funded by advertising.  Town departments will submit articles for the publication.
Update on Open Positions

a. Public Works Director

Interviews are scheduled for May 24th and 25th for 9 candidates.
Paving on Main Street will take place the third week of June.

The Village Center is being cleaned this week for the Memorial Day parade.  Public Works will also be sweeping the parade route.

An intern will be working at Town Hall for the months of June and July.

Mr. Hintz asked if a private company is working with the transfer station.  Mr. Maniscalco noted no other company is taking over the transfer station.

Ms. Engel noted that there was no misprint in the legal notice in the newspaper for the last town meeting.

Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

A motion was made by Mr. Reich, seconded by Ms. Engel, to approve tax refunds in the amount of $119.72.  Voted (7-0) 

Public Remarks
Nelson Maurice, Mallard Cove, thanked the Town Council for their work on the budget.  He also asked about road striping.  Mr. Maniscalco noted the work will be done this summer.
Ann McLaughlin, 85 North Main Street, noted that Dean Markham has information on what was done for the bicentennial celebration.

Ted Barber, 50 Mott Hill Road, asked if the money that was to be spent on the safety doors for the school was spent on something else.  He also commented on the high cost of the equipment at Sears Park for rowing.
Paul Herlihy, Ridgeview Drive, noted that he is the Coach for the Friends of East Hampton Rowing.  He noted that they are 100% self-funded.  The only town funds used are small stipends for the coaches.
Cheryl Wentworth, 7 Brookside Court, noted that she is interested in volunteering for the 250th Anniversary celebration.

Ted Turner, Hog Hill Road, noted that the town should talk to the Friends of Rowing for an event during the 250th anniversary such as a regatta.
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

The Memorial Day Parade is scheduled for Monday, May 30th at 9am starting at the High School.  Marchers should be at the school at 8:45 am.
Mr. Reich attended the 1st Annual Capstone Project. He said it was very impressive.

The Board of Education will acknowledge the Top 10 students on June 1st at 5pm at the Public Library.  The Anniversary photo at the Old Center School (Board of Education building) will be on June 2nd at 2pm.
Adjournment
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Reich, to adjourn the meeting at 8:00 p.m.  Voted (7-0)
Respectfully submitted,
Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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