Town of East Hampton

Town Council Regular Meeting

Tuesday, June 14, 2016
Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES

Present: Chairperson Patience Anderson, Council Members Pete Brown (arrived at 6:17 p.m.), Melissa Engel, Mark Philhower, Josh Piteo and Kevin Reich and Town Manager Michael Maniscalco
Not Present:  Ted Hintz, Jr.
Call to order & Pledge of Allegiance

Chairperson Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room. 
Adoption of Agenda

A motion was made by Mr. Piteo, seconded by Mr. Reich, to amend the agenda to table Item 8b RFQ for Memorial School Addition & Alterations. Voted (5-0) 
Executive Session

a. Potential Purchase of Property Contiguous to Town Owned Property

b. Strategy & Negotiation Regarding Collective Bargaining

c. Attorney Client Privilege Communication – Harassment Policy
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Piteo, to enter Executive Session at 6:17 p.m. Voted (6-0)  Mr. Maniscalco and Attorney Nicholas Grello were invited into Executive Session.  Attorney Grello participated in Items b and c.
Executive Session ended at 6:50 p.m.
A motion was made by Mr. Philhower, seconded by Ms. Engel, to accept the contract between the Town of East Hampton and the Municipal Employee Union Independent for the Town Supervisors from the date of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2019.  Voted (6-0)
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to approve the minutes of the Town Council Regular Meeting of May 24, 2016 as written.  Voted (6-0)

Presentations

Water Development Task Force Request for Expression of Interest (RFEI) Process and Next Steps
Mark Barmasse, Chairman of the Water Development Task Force (WDTF), provided an overview of the RFEI process. Two responses were received; Aquarion Water and Wright Pierce.  Those companies are interested in operating a water system for the town but not to build a system.  The WDTF also met with Don Ianicelli.  They are looking more at a phased approach to a system but will need to retain the services of an engineering consultant. Mr. Barmasse felt the cost for the engineering services would be $50,000+.  The Water Development Task Force will provide a recommendation to Town Council with a scope of study and request for proposal for engineering services for a phased water system.  Mr. Barmasse also indicated that Portland is currently doing a study with MDC to possibly join them.  If Portland joins MDC that could open up possibilities for East Hampton.  The Water Development Task Force will come back to the Council in September.
Public Remarks

Barbara Moore, 7 Overlook Road, commented that she was disappointed that two members who voted in favor of the budget at the Council meeting wrote letters to the Rivereast telling residents to vote no.  She feels this sends a mixed message to the public.
Mary Ann Dostaler, 56 William Drive, noted her frustration with the budget process.  She felt it was a wrong decision to pay for the fire truck with cash, as this made the mill rate higher.
Bids & Contracts
2016 Summer Road Work
The Town worked with the contractor from last year’s road work to keep the prices stable for additional road work.  The proposed roads to be paved would be Lake Drive from White Birch Road to Route 66 and Depot Hill Road from Route 66 to the Portland town line.

A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Philhower, to award the paving contract to B&W Paving of Waterford, CT in the amount of $530,665 to pave Lake Drive and Depot Hill Road with funds coming from Upgrade Unimproved Roads Capital fund in the amount of $487,771 and Town Aid Road Capital Fund in the amount of $42,894.  Voted (6-0)
RFQ – Memorial School Addition & Alterations – Architectural Pre-Referendum Services

This item was tabled.
Resolutions/Ordinances/Policies/Proclamations

Resolution for Glastonbury Regarding Regional Dispatch
Over the last few months, the Town of Glastonbury has put up significant amounts of financial and human resources in an effort to help East Hampton regionalize dispatch.  The Town Manager felt it would be fitting for Council to approve a resolution to recognize them for all of their hard work and dedication to making this important project happen. 
A motion was made by Ms. Engel, seconded by Mr. Reich, to adopt the resolution as presented.  Voted (6-0)

The resolution will be printed in final copy and provided to Council members for signature.
Continued Business

Update on 250th Anniversary Celebration
Mr. Piteo provided an update on the 250th Anniversary plans.  He is in the process of contacting the Chairs of the boards and commission to discuss the project with them.  Instead of a banner across Route 66, he is looking at large signs for various locations throughout town.  He would like to get a float or large sign to be carried in this year’s Old Home Days Parade. He also discussed an Apollas Arnold House fundraiser.
Status Report from Charter Revision Commission

Ms. Engel noted that the Charter Revision Commission meeting scheduled for Wednesday, June 15th is cancelled.  A new date will be proposed soon.
New Business

Water Budget & Rates for FY 2016/17
Tim Smith, Public Utilities Administrator, reviewed the proposed 2016/17 Public Water System Operating Budget and Water Rate Recommendation.  He indicated there are no rate changes proposed.  There will be a public hearing on Tuesday, June 21st.  Notices will be inserted into the water bills being mailed on June 15th.
A question was asked about iron in the water at Royal Oaks.  He indicated a project is in the works to remedy that situation with funds collected through prior water fees.
Town Manager Report

2018 Pocotopaug Brook/Route 66 Culvert Replacement

During the public hearing held a few weeks ago on this project, there was some concern from local business owners regarding the length of the project, approximately 4 months, and a question why the DOT does not just close Route 66 for 5 days while replacing the culvert. The Town staff had objected to that plan for a few reasons including:
· Public safety access across town including Police, Fire and EMS;

· Wear on the local roads due to the detour would not be covered by the State and would be the responsibility of the Town;

· All suggested detours would take travelers significant distances from the businesses on Route 66 and would take them down essentially residential streets;

· Keeping the road open was in keeping with the Council’s past practice at Christopher Brook.

Council members would like to discuss the options for the road closure further.
Update on Gas Project
The Town Hall, Community Center, Fire House #1 and Public Works have been converted.  Removal of the tank at the Community Center will start the week of June 20th.  Center School is also scheduled to begin on June 20th.
Update on Christopher Brook
The utility lines for Frontier and Comcast are still being transferred.  Construction should begin next week.
Update on Chief Medical Examiner’s Decision on Unclaimed Remains

The Town Manager met with Tom Portelance from Spencer Funeral Home in relation to this issue to obtain a better understanding of the financial possibilities and the process. The remains would be stored at the Spencer Funeral Home walk in freezer for $200 a month. Once due diligence is complete and the remains have been determined unclaimed, the Town can have them cremated for $1,200. The ashes would then be brought to a town cemetery where we would look to the cemetery board for a plot to bury the ashes.   At this point the only unknown left is how long the Town will need to store the remains to determine they are unclaimed. 

Update on Dispatch
The project is running on budget. CAD training has been scheduled for June 20th and all of the equipment has been ordered for the center in Glastonbury.  While everyone is expecting some glitches the changeover should work and be ready for July 1, 2016.
Update on Strawberry Festival
This year’s event is proving to be larger than in years 
before. At this point Park and Rec is expecting 53 vendors for the village center. Staff held a planning meeting to discuss emergency management procedures and plan out the needs of the event. It is planned for June 18 in the Village Center.

RiverCOG Meeting in East Hampton

The RiverCOG Meeting that was originally scheduled to be held in East Hampton has moved to the Gelston House in East Haddam.  The East Haddam First Selectman has resigned and the meeting was moved to East Haddam in his honor.
Other

Mr. Maniscalco provided a fact sheet regarding the Main Street paving.

Appointments

None
Tax Refunds

None 

Public Remarks
None
Communications, Correspondence & Announcements

High School Building Committee Quarterly Report No. 11
The High School Building Committee Quarterly Report #11 was provided to the Council.
May Board and Commission Summary

The May Board and Commission Summary was provided to the Council.
Notice Regarding Town Manager’s Performance Evaluation

Chairperson Anderson notified Council members that they would be receiving an evaluation form for the Town Manager’s Evaluation.  Mr. Maniscalco also provided a memo with a summary of the prior year.
Ms. Engel would like to add an item to a future agenda regarding the regulation of Airbnb’s.  Mr. Maniscalco will talk to the Assessor and Planning & Zoning for information.

Ms. Engel asked about the property on Namonee Trail that was possibly being donated to the town.  Mr. Maniscalco noted the town attorney is working with the property owner.

Ms. Engel asked about the road striping on Lake Drive. Mr. Maniscalco noted it is in the plan for the summer.

The meeting was recessed to the Middle School at 8:00 p.m. to obtain the results of the budget vote.
Set Temporary Mill Rate (if budget fails to pass)

No action
Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Sirois
Recording Clerk
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